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The evaluation of Virginiamycin in feed as a treatment for swine dysentery in 
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Abstract 
Virginiamycin at 100 grams per ton of feed was effective as a treatment against swine dysentery. The 
only pig receiving Virginiamycin that died during treatment had concurrent gangrenous pneumonia --
probably the major cause of death. The pigs receiving the feed with Virginiamycin were more alert and ate 
more than the controls--which resulted in more weight gain and improved feed conversion. The 
Virginiarnycin did not clear up all signs of dysentery as several pigs continued to have diarrhea. Pigs that 
had been on Virginiamycin began to break with dysentery six days after the antibiotic was withdrawn and 
a pig weighing 234 pounds died of acute swine dysentery on the eleventh day of the observation period. 
This experiment using heavy finishing pigs indicated that Virginiamycin was effective as a treatment, but 
that it should be fed continually up to slaughter after a recent acute outbreak of swine dysentery.; Swine 
Day, Manhattan, KS, November 9, 1978 
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